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AFGHANISTAN 


AFGHANISTAN'S KARMAL REPLIES TO KIM IL-SONG 
SK210505 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0411 GMT 21 Dec 81 


[Text] Pyongyang December 21 (KCNA)--The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, 
general secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers Party of Korea and 
president of the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea, received a message from 
Babrak Karmal, general secretary of the Central Committee of the Peoples 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan and president of the Revolutionary Council of 
the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, in reply to his message of greetings 
sent to the latter on the independence day of Afghanistan. 


The reply message dated December 14 reads: 


On behalf of the Central Committee of the Peoples Democratic Party of Afghanistan, 
the Revolutionary Council and the people of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan 
and on my own behalf I have pleasure to sincerely thank you comrade, the Central 
Committee of the Workers Party of Korea, the government and the friendly people 

of the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea for the cordial message of felicita- 
tions expressed on the occasion of the 62nd anniversary of the independence of 
Afghanistan. 


I am convinced that the people of Afghanistan under the leadership of the 
Peoples Democratic Party of Afghanistan continue their struggle against imperi- 
alism for defending the independence, national sovereignty of their country in 
order to build up a new progressive society. 


With best wishes and regards. 


CSO: 4600/171 











AFGHANISTAN 


"URBAN TERRORISM’ THREATENING SOVIETS IN KABUL 
BK311133 Homg Kong AFP in English 1107 GMT 31 Dec 81 
[Article by Alain Faudeux] 


[Text] Islamabad, 31 Dec (AFP)--Soviet residents of the Afghan capital, Kabul, 
who have been among targets in 27 attacks in the past fortnight, have begun 
carrying weapons and organising armed escorts when they move about, Western 
diplomatic sources said here. 


The Soviet personnel and their families used to roam freely through the bazaars, 
but now feel threatened by the wave of urban terrorism marking the December 27 
second anniversary of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 


Even in "street of chickens," adjoining the heavily guarded government buildings, 
Russian soldiers take up position on the pavements while their compatriots do 
their shopping in groups, diplomats reported. 


Nurses working at a Soviet hospital, who used to take no particular care while 
walking in the city, now go to the shops in a minibus escorted by a jeep. 


Diplomats said they saw two unescorted Soviet couples in the bazaar, but in 
both cases the men were carrying Kalashnikov rifles under their coats. 


But despite their widespread unpopularity, Soviet personnel get a warm welcome 
from storekeepers whose trade has suffered from the absence of Western visitors. 


Advertisements in Russian have appeared in some shop windows, according to 
diplomats. 


Like the traders, the population, whose tacit support enables the guerrillas 
to successfully bomb various parts of the city every night, has apparently come 
to the conclusion that it is useless to openly defy the regime. 


A call by the resistance for a protest day on December 27--the actual day Soviet 
troops entered Afghanistan in 1979--was a failure, diplomats said. 


The guerrilla leadership had called for strikes, a shutdown of all stores, and 
shouts of "Allah is great" from the rooftops. But according to diplomats, the 
snowbound city remained calm all day. 














According to Western diplomatic sources, authorities had taken steps to forestall 
any protests, by warning shopkeepers their stocks would be confiscated if they 
shut their stores. 


Police have massively repressed any form of demonstration since 1980, the 
sources said. 


The capital has seen a large influx of new refugees from Parvan Province, 
regularly bombarded by Soviet and Afghan troops for the past month in a bid to 
chase Afghan guerrillas from the main highway linking Kabul to the Soviet border. 


The last week of the year has been marked by a resurgence of Moslem guerrilla 
activity in the northof Afghanistan, according to diplomats citing two travellers 
who arrived from Qonduz Province and the town of Mazar-e Sharif. 


This last town, capital of Balkh Province bordering the Soviet Union, had been 
the scene of fighting in which a fuel dump was destroyed, the sources said. 


One of the two travellers was held up by 20 days in Qonduz because the road was 
blocked by the guerrillas. 


He said the provincial governor had fled the capital for Pol-e Khumri garrison 
town where recently a whole company of new recruits took advantage of a rebel 
attack to desert to the resistance movement. 


In contrast, the major cities of Qandahar and Jallalabad appear to be solidly 
controlled by the joint Soviet-Afghan forces who have reinforced security 
measures along the route to Pakistan and pushed back the Mujahedeen into the 
mountains. 


cso: 4600/171 





AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


KARMAL CONGRATULATES CASTRO--Kabul 2 Jan (BAKHTAR)--A congratulatory telegram 
was communicated to Havana by Babrak Karmal, general secretary of the PDPA 
Central Committee and president of the Revolutionary Council of the DRA, 
addressed to Fidel Castro, first secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Cuba, chairman of the State Council and prime minister of 
the Republic of Cuba, on the occasion of 23rd anniversary of the victory of 
Cuban revolution. The telegram says in part: "The people of Afghanistan have 
full confidence that the fraternal people of revolutionary Cuba under the wise 
leadership of the Cuban Communist Party will achieve further victories and that 
friendly fraternal ties, all-sided amicable relations and fruitful internation- 
alist cooperation between the parties and the peoples of Afghanistan and Cuba 
will ever-increasingly grow and consolidate in the interest of the peoples of 
the two countries and to the benefit of peace and world security." [Text] 
[LD030540 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0415 GMT 3 Jan 82] 


RESISTANCE POSTAL SERVICE--Paris, 7 Jan (AFP)--The Afghan resistance has set up 
its own postal service operating in what it terms "the free province of Vardak,” 
south-west of Kabul, anc issued its first stamp, a communique signed by the 
"military commander of free [words indistinct]""and released here announced 
today. The resistance stamp, the communique said, issued to commemorate the 
second anniversary of Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, was used "by the 
couriers of the resistance postal services" to route rebel mail through Vardak 
Province. A photo of an envelope with the stamp sent from Afghanistan to 
Marseilles, France, by "the Mujahidin mail service of free Vardak"” was included 
with the communique. In the document, Afghan resistance commander Mohammad 
Amin urged the exclusion of the Soviet-backed Kabul regime from the universal 
postal union, appealing for international acceptance of the resistance postal 
service. [Text] [NC0O71910 Paris AFP in English 1856 GMT 7 Jan 82] 


cso: 4600/171 

















EGYPT 


NEW ADMINISTRATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT OF CAPITAL IS PLANNED 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 29 Oct 81 p l 
/Article by Muhammad Ra‘fat: “Next January Cairo Will Have 12 Sections"/ 


/Text/ As of this 1 January the sections in Cairo are to be increased to 12, as 
opposed to the seven /that exist now/. 


The new sections will be: 

Hilwan, including al-Tabin, Hilwan and 15 May /City/. 

The Misr al-Qadimah section, including al-Ma'adi, Misr al-Qadimah, and al-Rawdah. 
central section, including al-Darb al-Ahmar, al-Jamaliyah and Bab al-Sha'‘riyah. 


‘Abidin section, comprising ‘Abidin, al-Muski and al-Izbikiyah. 


pee 


al-Wayili section, which includes al-Zahir, al-Wayili and Manshiyat Nasir. 
The Heliopolis section, which wili include al-Nuzhah, Madinat Nasr and Heliopolis. 
The northern section, which will include Rawd al-Faraj anc al-Sahil. 


The Shubra section, which will include Shubra, al-Sharabiyah and al-Zawiyah al- 
Hamra’, 


The al-Zaytun section, consisting of al-Zaytun and al-Qubbah Gardens. 
The eastern section, including al-Matariyah, ‘Ayn Shams and al-Salam. 
The southern section, consisting of al-Khalifah and al-Sayyidah /Zaynsb/. 
The western section, including Qasr al-Nil, al-Zamalik and Bulaq. 


The Cairo local council gave its agreement to this at its meeting yesterday under 
the chairmanship of ‘Abd-al-Latif Bultiyah. 


It was decided that new police stations would be set up in al-Rawdah, al-Zamalik, 
Manshiyat Nasir, and al-Basatin and that a second one would be established in 
Madinat Nasr. 











The local council's permanent committee agreed to allot 51 feddans to Madinat Nasr 
at a cost of 3 pounds per /square/ meter on which the al-Ahli Club could erect a 
Sports stadium and to allot 20 feddans for the construction of an industrial school 
in the same area. 


The committee decided to hand the report presented by Governor Sa'd Ma'mun on the 
building at 23 Muhammad Mazhar Street in al-Zamalik over to a joint committee of 
the Housing and Legal Affairs Committees. 


11887 
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EGYPT 


TOP OFFICIALS DISCUSS PROBLEM OF ADMINISTRATIVE HYPOCRISY 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 5 Nov 81 p 5 
/Article by al-Sayyid Hani: "A Discuss‘on Paper for the Symposium on Hypocrisy"'/ 


/Text/ Ambassador Usamah al-Baz, director of the Office of the President, Dr 
Ibrhaim Badran, director of the Academy of Scientific Research and Technology, 

Dr ‘Ali al-Silmi, former minister of administrative development and Dr Ibrahim 
Hilmi ‘Abd-al-Rahman, consultant to the prime minister, will attend the discussions 
at the symposium of the Management Club and the Academy of International susiness 
Administration on the subject of hypocrisy next 22 November. 


The discussion at the symposium will be led by Dr Salah al-Sayyid, chairman of the 
Academy of Internationai Business Administration. 


The discussion will revolve about four basic points: 


The dangers and evils of hypocrisy for all economic, political and social develop- 
ment management processes. 


Hypocrisy and its role in deviant behavior among leaders and the flight of com- 
petent personnel. 


Hypocrisy and its role in the spread of "intuitive management." 
Ways of combatting hypocrisy. 


Dr Salah al-Sayyid stated that a paper has been prepared for discussion that will 
deal with these four points. Some of its recommendations are: 


Development of administrative activity and the introduction of modern management 
techniques. 


Training of administrative leaders to combat hypocrisy to help that from becoming 
a means for advancing and being promoted for no reason and for progressing with- 
out labor or effort. 


Sound selection of patriotic management leaders endowed with values, principles 
and morality. 





The avoidance of favoritism, use of middlemen or personal reiationships, and the 
provision of opportunities for competent people to play their part. 

















EGYPT 


NEW MILITARY ADMINISTRATION ACADEMY FORMED 

Cairo AL~JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 4 Nov 81 p 6 

/Article: "A Military Management Academy for Armed Forces Officers"/ 

/Text/ Lt Gen Muhammad 'Abd-al-Halim Abu Ghazalah, minister of defense and war 
production, has decided to develop the Management Institute in the armed forces 

in cooperation with Hilwan University so that it may become a nucleus for the Mil- 
itary Management Academy. 


The new academy will give its armed forces officer graduates bachelor's, master's 
and doctoral degrees. Courses in the academy will begin next January. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/84 











EGYPT 


NEW TUNNEL NEARS COMPLETION UNDER SUEZ CANAL 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 30 Oct 81 p 6 


/Article by Sabri ‘Afifi: "Measures to Put Martyr Ahmad Hamdi Tunnel into 
Operation at Full Capacity"/ 


[Text / Preparatory measures have been begun in order to put Martyr Ahmad Hamdi 
Tunnel into operation at full capacity, to connect Sinai with the /Nile/ Valley 
and help develop it. 


The joint committee assigned to take delivery of the tunnel from the contracting 
firm held a meeting yesterday under the chairmanship of Eng Muhammad Hassunah, 
whom the Ministry of Reconstruction has assigned to supervise the project, in 
order to review the civil work that has been carried out in the tunnel and the 
remaining work, in the interests of speed in adopting measures connected to the 
construction. 


A start is to be made immediately on mechanical and electrical structure tests, 
installation of control devices and temperature and pollution measurement inside 
the tunnel to guarantee operation safety. 


Eng Mahfuz Hanna, the project's resident manager, stated that the facilities that 
have been installed include the following: 26 television cameras, 22 of which 

have been set up inside the tunnels along with four in the eastern and western 
entrances; these have a horizontal /range of / 360 degrees and a vertical /range of / 
180 degrees and perform surveillance over traffic and vehicular movement. 


The installation of 2,500 lights inside the tunnel and at the entrances, to main- 
tain balance in lighting inside and outside the tunnel. 


The installation of 250,000 meters of medium- and low-voltage cable for continuous 
lighting. 


Pumps along the Suez irrigation channel to furnish the tunnel with fresh water, 
two pumps at the lowest point in the tunnel to remove water deposited from rains 
from the tunnel, and two pumps at the western entrance for the same purpose. 








” cna na lata ar eet 


22 Fire Prevention Stations and 16 fans 


Twenty-two fire prevention stations have been set up inside the tunnel at 90-meter 
intervals, in addition to fire extinguishers. 


There are eight fans on the western land side to supply the tunnel with fresh air 
and eight fans on the eastern side to remove automobile exhaust and carbon dioxide 
in order to improve driver visibility. 


Installation of five points for carbon monoxide and dioxide measuring instruments, 
three measuring points in the exhaust duct, and five points for measuring visi- 
bility. 


Electric Power 


Eng Muhammad Hassunah, tunnel construction supervisor, stated that he had told the 
Ministry of Electricity that it was necessary to provide the necessary amounts of 
electric power to operate the entire tunnel equipment. Tests will be run as soon 
as the Ministry of Electricity does that. He added that the tunnel will require 

8 megawatts to run all its equipment, 4.8 megawatts of which are for electrical 
equipment and }.2 for firefighting equipment and television circuits. 


He said that the ministry has promised to provide these utilities in a month and 
a half's time. 


These Soldiers Forged the Miracle 


AL-JUMHURIYAH met with the unknown soldiers whose sweat and struggle brought the 
tunnel project to fruition so that it could be put in operation on schedule at 
full capacity. 


The Diversoir Tunnel 


Sayyid Rizq ‘Abd-al-'Al, industrial security supervisor, and Mahir ‘Abd-al-'‘Aziz 
Fahmi, who has a high -chool degree in vocational training, /say/ "The project 
will put an end to Sinai's isolation and will help bring potable water and elec- 
tricity to the towns, and we hope to start immedialely with construction of the 
Diversoir and al-Qantarah tunnels." 


An Excellent Race 


Peter Nolan, an Englishman who took part in Egypt's tunnel construction activi- 

ties, especially the facing and formica work and the internal forms, /says/ "The 
Egyptian worker is skilled, very skilled, and he is exceptionally innovative in 

design and construction.” He stresses that his dealings with his Egyptian col- 

leagues have made him feel that they really are an excellent race with a 7,000- 

year civilization. 


Egyptian Expertise Is Exceptional 


Eng ‘Abd-al-'Aziz ‘Abd-al-Muhsin Isma'il, engineering graduate from the Electrical 
Department at Cairo /University/ and Mahmud Sayyid Muhammad (35), an electrical 
installation technician, say: 





10 











"The project has demonstrated the exceptional quality of Egyptian expertise and 
has also demonstrated the innovative quality of Egyptian engineers in precisely 
ascertaining the details of Egyptian soil, which greatly helped the proper instal- 
lation of electrical work and television circuits." 


Benefit to the World 
Khalil Jad-al-Karim, labor foreman, and Hasan ‘Abd-al-Hafiz, a refrigeration 
technician, /say/ "The project is a service to the whole world, not just to Egypt. 


It will provide welfare and prosperity and that will help implant peace in the 
various areas of the world.” 


11887 
CSO: 4504/84 
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EGYPT 


LAWS KEEPING NONPASSENGERS OUT OF AIRPORT CLEARANCE AREAS RETAINED 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 5 Nov 81 p 1 


/Article by Hasan al-Rashidi: ‘Prohibition on Entry into Airport Chambers Con- 
tinues"/ 


/Text/ It has been decided that modern equipment and devices to inspect passenger 
luggage and provice security for Cairo Airport will be purchased und that entry of 
people receiving and saying goodbye /to passengers/ in airport chambers will con- 
tinue to be prohibited until the terrorist groups are eliminated, out of concern 
for passenger safety. 


Mahmud Yunus al-Ansari, chief of Cairo Internation2zl Airport, stated at a press 
conference y:sterday that work wat underway on the peripheral aircraft runways in 
order to shorten the distance airplanes cover on the runway. 


Five new airplane parking zones have started operating alongside the baggage area. 
These will accommodate Boeing 707 and cargo aircraft. Thus the number of parking 
areas has risen to 4l. 


The old runway used for airplane takeoffs has been repaved. 


Airplane exhaust barriers are being constructed on the landing strip area to de- 
flect dust stirred up by the backwash. 


Yunus al-Ansari stated that a storehouse and workshop complex has been built and 
will be opened in the next few days. Its costs total 200,000 pounds. In addition, 
a new electric plant has been built to supply the airport and the hotels situated 
in the airport area. This will be opened next December and its costs come to 7 
million pounds. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/84 
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BACKLOG OF UNIVERSITY GRADUATE JOB APPLICATIONS IS PROCESSED 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 4 Nov 81 p 1 


/Article by Hasan 'Uthman: "Appointment Letters for 1979, 1980 and 1981 University 
Graduates" / 


/Text/ Letters appointing 1979, 1980 and 1981 graduates of universities and high- 
er institutes to the Ministry of Education and al-Azhar institutes will be reach- 
ing manpower departments in the governorates starting 15 November, according to 
Sa'd Qanjari, director general of the Department of University Graduates. 


He said that May 1981 graduates holding social service degrees, /graduates of/ 
industrial technical training institutes, commercial students in the Law Branch 
and 1981 graduates of secondary commercial schools in the legal affairs branch on 
whose appointment the ministerial committee has issued decrees this week will be 
appointed on the basis of their academic performance this November. 


11887 
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IRAN 


KHAMENE'I SEES NO IMMEDIATE END TO GULF WAR 
NC081054 Paris AFP in English 1044 GMT 8 Jan 82 


[Text] Tehran, 8 Jan (AFP)--There is no immediate sign of an end to the Gulf 
war, though Iranian victories on all fronts against Iraq point to final success, 
President Seyyed ‘Ali Khamene'i said here today. 


Iran had "set no date” for ending the war, he told a news conference. The war 
"could end in the near future or, if the superpowers intervene, in a long time," 
he commented. 


The Iraqi leadership was not pacifist, he said. "They speak falsehoods about 
peace. That (peace) requires courage, which they do not have. We believe in 
peace and the sooner it comes the better it will be for the two peoples." 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Khamene'i, who was injured in a bomb blast at a Tehran mosque 
last June 27, also denied that Iranian authorities had launched "a battle against 
any specific group" in Iran, notably the leftist Mojahedin-e Khalq. 


The Islamic Republic had to fight "counter-revolution in Iran and outside," he 
said in answer to a question from AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE. 


Commenting on "sabotage" in the country's factories, President Khamene'i com- 
mented that it was "natural that at a time when we have the greatest need of 
production that the counter-revolution and our enemies, inside and outside the 
country, should aim to destroy our instruments of production." 


"It is not improbable that American agents have infiltrated our factories," he 
said, adding that such penetration had been foreseen and precautions had been 
taken by "committed workers themselves." 


CSO: 4600/170 
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IRAN 


PRESIDENT DENIES CATEGORICALLY ARMS PURCHASE FROM U.S. 
Tehran FITELA'AT in Persian 20 Dec 81 p 1 


[Text] Yesterday the Supreme Defense Council convened, chaired by Hojjatoleslam 
Seyyed 'Ali Khamene'i, president of the Islamic Republic of Iran. In this session 
the Islamic army's method of confronting the Ba‘thist enemy and issues relating to 
the fronts and the war were examined and discussed. 


At the end of yesterday's session of the Supreme Defense Council, the president, 

while denying a news report from foreign news agencies concerning a request to pur- 
chase F-14 spare parts from the United States, said: This matter has been denied 

by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and I also deny it. I declare that it is a pure 
lie. He said: We have made no request whatsoever to purchase spare parts for the 
F-14 or any other of our aircraft or military equipment from the United States, either 
directly or indirectly. Khamene'i added: During the shah's regime, a great deal 

of money was deposited in a U.S. account by the former Iranian regime on the basis 

of contracts known as F.M.S. [Foreign Military Sales]. The Americans, according to 
their own determinations, estimates and evaluations, delivered goods to Iran in return 
for this money. The present F-14's and a great deal of other military equipment 

was sold to Iran on the same accounts. According to these same contracts, the 

United States owes Iran a great number of spare parts for these airplanes. This is 
the property of the Iranian nation and belongs to it, as it was purchased with the 
people's money. 


The president, while stressing that we have so far made no requests for or purchase 
of military equipment from the United States, said: After the revolution's victory, 
a brief effort was made to retrieve those parts. When the critical situation be- 
tween us and the United States came to pass, the Americans did not give us that 
equipment. No serious actions were taken in this regard, and now new contracts were 
concluded. Instead, contracts were made in the past, and the equipment concerned 

in those contracts is the property of the Iranian nation, but it is now in the 
American's possession. 


Saddam's Peace Claim 
Following the recent defeats of the infidel forces, Saddam has announced that mis- 
sions to resolve the dispute have not announced the facts completely to the two 


sides, and that this has brought about a standstill in the effort to establish peace. 
The president was asked about this, and said: From these words it is evident that 


1) 











the Iraqi regime has found greater motivation for peace. If this be true, and if the 
Iragi regime desires peace, and is so inclined to peace that it accuses missions to 
resolve the dispute of not reflecting the facts, then there is a simple solution. 

It is that whoever wants peace should end the aggression. He should withdraw his 
forces from Iran and take them to the other side of the border, so that we will 
believe that he wants peace. Whenever we see that Saddam wants peace, we will not 
insist on the war's continuation, and the war will not continue. Im any case how- 
the matter of war damages and punishment of the aggressor still remains. 


ever, 
The president added: What is unacceptable to us is that while he is accussing the 
missions of lying and presenting himself as a peaceseeking figure, his aggressive 
forces ece continually maneuvering and moving across Iran's deserts and mountains. 


Release of Civilian Captives 


Khamene'i then spoke about the release of 37 of our citizens from imprisonement at 
the hands of Saddam, all of whom were old persons or children, about the Iraqi 
regime's claims based on these people being Guards or army personnel, and also about 
neutralizing this propaganda, and said: The Iraqi regime's propaganda has been 
carried out from the first on the basis of lies, and this is still true. We are 

not at all surprised at the Iraqi regime for such untruths. 


The head of the Supreme Defense Council, pointing to the circumstances of these 
citizens being taken prisoner at the hands of Saddam's aggressors, said: In the 
first two days of the war when Iraq's aggressor forces entered our country and oc- 
cupied one or two important places in Kuzestan, the Iraqi soldiers stopped every 
sort of transportation, including passenger buses traveling on the roads, and took 
their passengers as war prisoners and took them away. It did not matter to them who 
these people were. They took old men and women, youths and children. A while ago 
the Lraqgis exchanged a group of these citizens with us as war prisoners, and they 
recently released another group. 


Khamene'i, while expressing his happiness at the return of these defenseless citizens 
to the nation's embraces, and his hope for the earliest possible return of the re- 
maining prisoners to the homeland, said: This is but one instance of Iraq's ag- 
gressions. These persons can in no way be considered prisoners of war. 


The head of the Supreme Defense Council, concerning matters raised at last night's 
session, while pointing out that the situation on all the fronts in the west and 
south was examined, said: As usual, war reports were given by brothers from the 
army and the Guards. The army chief of staff pointed out the position of our 
forces and the enemy's on a map. Then brother Reza‘i, guards commander, explained 
the latest positions. Khamene'i furthermore said: In last night's session, the 
army chief of the joint staff explained the joint staff's longterm plans concerning 
a defense system for the country, which are considered fundamental, important 
matters. The plans were discussed and examined, and it was decided that discussion 


be postponed to future sessions. Another matter raised related to Air Force re- 
quests which were connected with the Supreme Defense Council. The Air Force com- 
mander gave explanations in this regard. Khamene'i added: These requests were also 
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accompanied by good news which the chief of staff and minister of defense gave con- 
cerning the success of the Air Force brothers and other brothers cooperating with 
them. In truth, the importance of this success was not less than and not less in- 
portant then victories on the fronts. The president added at the end of the enter- 
view: In last night's session other matters were also raised, some of which were 
of small importance and some of relatively large importance. The results of all 
these matters will be announced later. 


9557 
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PREMIER ADDRESSES GENDARMERIE LEADERS ON REVOLUTION 
LDO71308 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 7 Jan 82 


[Excerpt] According to a central news bureau report the regional commanders of 
the gendarmerie of the Islamic Republic of Iran, together with the supervisor 
of the gendarmerie's political and ideological department, today met with Prime 
Minister Mir Hoseyn Musavi. After the recitation of a few verses from the 
glorious Koran, the acting commander of the gendarmerie submitted a report on 
the activities of gendarmerie. Then the prime minister made a speech, saying 
that we know that certain facts and realities in the Middle East and in the 
world have undergone great changes since the victory of the Islamic Revoluticn 
in Iran. The factors which have brought about these changes are not material 
factors but the diviiue factor which has emanated from the faith of an entire 
nation. It has given rise to an earthquake which can be felt in the southern 
and western borders of our country, in the Persian Gulf and in the entire world. 
Not a single day pass’ 3 without something being published in a newspaper or in 
the media in the world or that there is not some talk about our country. This 
is due to the fact that we have returned to our profound and pure tradition 

and nature and to the values which have enabled us to fight against all diffi- 
culties, despite all the ™ rdships. 


Although many peopl imagined that those who took part in such a venture would 
be destroyed in those early days, we have stood on our own feet for 3 years, and 
each day our system becomes stronger. If from its inception this movement was 
in line with a vast movement which opposed the interests of the oppressed and 
deprived people of the world, naturally, no one would have opposed us and the 
conspiracies would have been less extensive. However, we know the true nature 
of our revolution, which requires that this revolution should change its environ- 
ment and cannot remain indifferent when the voice of a deprived person is raised 
in any corner of the world. This order has disrupted all the interests of the 
great powers and has not submitted to any of the great powers. Perhaps it 
would be more acceptable for the West if we submitted to the Eastern powers; 
because in that case we would become a known quantity which can have a place 

in international equations and which can be dealt with in one way or another. 
However, this is an order which does not cooperate with the tyrannical order 
which is in existence in the world today. 


CSO: 4640/105 
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IRAN 


MUSAVI COMMENTS ON MAJLIS DEPUTY'S ASSASSINATION 
LD291040 Tehran PARS in English 0905 GMT 29 Dec 81 


[Text] Tehran, 29 Dec (PARS News Agency)--The revolution which is moving towards 
turning the profile of the world has provoked the anger and hatred of the enemies 
and that the martyrdom of Besharati was a result of the fight with the inter- 
national oppression, said Prime Minister Mir Hoseyn Musavi on Monday. Musavi 
who was commenting on the martyrdom of Hojat ol-Eslam Mohammad Taqi Besharati, 
deputy for Semirom at the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Majlis), stressed that 
after the elapse of three years the Islamic Revolution had made no compromise 
with the superpowers but instead increased its struggles against the U.S. This 
revolution, he added, was taking great strides for the elimination of Zionism 

in the world and was playing an ever-increasing important role among the oppressed, 
especially Muslims, of the world. Therefore, it was natural if such a system 
became a target for attacks, Musavi stated. 


He stated: "Attacks could be made in several ways. It can either take place 
through the Iraqi borders, by the so-called agreements dictated by the U.S., or 
by internal aggressions. What has presently occupied my mind is the clear 
support of Saudi Arabia for Iraq not because it is important but since it reveals 
what Iraq had been doing secretly. 


A system (Iraq) which once used to shout the extreme leftist slogans, stabbed 

the interests of the Arab and Muslim people. It has now reached a point where 
it needs the clear support of Saudi Arabia, in other words the support of the 

U.S. their fate is similar to that of Munafiqeen (MKO) who are being supported 
by the forces of international oppression lead by the U.S. 


"AL-MAJALLEH, the London based Arab magazine of Saudi Arabia, while defending 
Munafigqeen has supported them. But in the same way that our vigilant nation 

has thwarted all the plots, it would suppress other conspiracies including the 
economic ones... Plots would continuously be engineered but such conspiracies 
and martyrdoms would further strengthen our will to take steps to achieve true 
independence and the Islamic sovereignty... I condole and congratulate the Majlis 
and the nation and believe that such moves would accelerate destruction of 
splinter groups and their masters in our country." 


Asked what measures that government had taken to confront with such splinter 
groups, Prime Minister Musavi said that the policy in this connection was to 
further inform the people. He added that such plots could be thwarted only 
through the vigilance of the nation since there was no system which could focus 
its efforts to fight with the splinter opponent groups. 


CSO: 4600/170 
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IRAN 


IRANIAN EX-DIPLOMATS CHARGE OSLO AMBASSADOR CONTROLS NETWORK SPYING ON EXILES 
Oslo DAGBLADET in Norwegian 30 Nov 81 p 7 
[Article by Jan-Erik Smilden | 


[Text | Iran's ambassador to Norway, Abdolrahim Gavahi, has organized a network 
of agents in Norway to spy on Iranians living in this country. That is what two 
former Iranian diplomats who have sought exile in Sweden told a Swedish journal- 
ist. 


Ambassador Gavahi is in hot water in Sweden after Swedish newspapers got hold of 
a secret letter he sent the authorities in Tehran. Im the letter an Iranian stu- 
dent is accused of being one of the leaders of the Khomeyni resistance in Sweden. 
That is the equivalent of a death sentence if the student returns to Iran. 


Iranian sources with whom DAGBLADET has been in contact say that earlier this 
year two new Khomeyni people came to the Iranian Embassy in Oslo. Their duties 
are anything but diplomatic, it is believed. 


In Norway fear of Khomeyni has emerged primarily among people with ties to the 
embassy. In the last 2 years one charge d'affaires defected and another committed 
suicide. A man who worked at the embassy taking care of children quit his job 

and a kidnapping attempt was made on him afterward. He managed to escape and 
sought political asylum in Norway. 


Ex-ambassador Abbas Amir Entezam, who defended Khomeyni at a press conference in 
Oslo in 1979, is serving a prison term of several years in Tehran today. He fell 
into disfavor and was recalled. 


Report In! 


Recently Ayatollah Khomeyni has encouraged all Iranians abroad to spy on their 
fellow countrymen who dor't have the right faith or who oppose the Islamic regime. 
This command has resulted 1. Iranian informers now operating around the world. 


Three Iranians living in West Germany went home to Iran earlier this fail. A few 
weeks later their names were found on a list of people who had been executed. 
Earlier this year eight students who returned home from the Philippines to 

Tehran were executed. 
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Ambassador Gavahi is stationed in Stockholm but he is also accredited to Oslo and 
Copenhagen. In an interview with the Swedish newspaper EXPRESSEN two Iranian ex- 
diplomats who have defected named Gavahi as the spy chief for all of Scandinavia. 


"The embassy in Stockholm is an undercover spy center,” they said. 
Confirmed 


Iranian students in Sweden confirm the statements of the two ex-diplomats. They 
say that embassy officials in Stockhoim work with students loyal to Khomeyni all 
over Sweden. 


In his letter to the Tehran authorities Ambassador Gavahi also refers to such 
organizations. He calls them "the league of Islamic associations.” It is quite 
clear from the letter that they are the ones who spied on the student who has 
been accused of being one of the leaders of the resistance group, Mojahedin Khalq. 


According to the two former diplomats such organizations also operate in Norway. 
They report directly to the embassy in Stockholm. 


These groups of agents are told to spy as much as they can on fellow country- 
men who are “unreliable.” One of their jobs is to take photographs during anti- 
Khomeyni demonstrations. 


In Sweden the Khomeyni groups have also come to blows with fellow countrymen who 
do not display the same enthusiasm for the ayatollah on several occasions. Last 
week an Lranian mother of three was savagely attacked in retaliation for her hus- 
band’s negative statements about Khomeyni. 


Iranians living in Norway have kept a much lower profile than their compatriots 
in Sweden. They know that Khomeyni’s long arm can reach them anywhere. 


Some Iranians are afraid of what might happen to their passports. This is espe- 
cially true of members of the so-called Bahai sect which is subject to bloody 
persecution by Khomeyni's people. Iranian authorities have instructed all their 
embassies not to renew the passports of Bahai members or members of Mojahedin 
Khalq. 


Among those who would fare badly if they returned to Iran are the 18 students who 
occupied the Iranian Embassy in Oslo in August. They studied in Sweden and were 
sent back there after the occupation. 


Khomeyni has only one punishment for that kind of thing in Iran--the death 
sentence. 


How People are Reported 
The above [not included] is a facsimile of the letter Ambassador Gavahi sent the 


Tehran authorities. Swedish newspapers got hold of the letter which goes like 
this in translation: 
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“The Islamic Republic 
Iranian Embassy, Stockholm 
No 970-1/179 
Date 1981-08-05 
Enclosure 


"In the name of God Almighty 
Secret 


"Dear brother, Sheikholeslam, 


"In reference to your secret letter No 3066 of 3/8 1981 concerning the reporting 
of anti-revolutionary individuals. 


“"Altaough for reasons I referred to earlier I do not feel written or telegraphic 
reports are very appropriate in such cases, I will report an Iranian student in 
Sweden at the request of brothers who belong to the League of Islamic Associations. 
His; name is N.N., a son of X.X. and his identity number is...., issued in Tehran. 
The student recently went so far in his audacity as to threaten our Moslem bro- 
thers with assault or death. 


"He is obviously one of the leaders of the Mojahedin group in Sweden. According 
te reports he used to visit the embassy regularly under the former regime, with- 
out prior agreement. Therefore it is not inconceivable that the central bureau 
has material containing proof of how he groveled to the old regime. I have not 
met him and therefore don't know if he can be corrected through appropriate 
guidance. But according to reports at the demonstration on Ghodsdagen (solida- 
rity day with the Palestinians) he molested our demonstrating brothers and sisters 
in every possible way. 


"Abdolrahim Gavahi" 


6578 
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IRAN 


OFFICE TO COORDINATE FOREIGN ECONOMIC RELATIONS 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 22 Dec 81 p 2 


[Text] Tehran. PARS. According to a new decision of the Council of Ministers, 
an office will be organized in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to exercise 
coordination between delegations sent abroad and the country's foreign economic 
policy. 


According to the proposal of the State Economic and Financial Committee of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and the approval of the Council of Ministers, the sum 

of one-hundred million rials has been appropriated for the use of institutions 

and centers for professional and technical training. According to PARS reports, 

a substantial percent of this sum will be allocated to buy machine tools, prepara- 
tion, and equipment needed by the trainees and institutions; and some of it will 
be devoted to aiding [presently] active students. 


Likewise, researchers and innovators who create outstanding plans in professional 
training will be encouraged by the government. 


Also, our reporter received information yesterday that by decision of the 
Council of Ministers, a government office named the Office to Coordinate Foreign 
Economic Relations will be organized in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


This office will be responsible for establishing coordination among various 
executive bodies and delegations sent abroad in matters of foreign economic 
policy and relations. 


Deputies of the Ministry of Petroleum, the Ministry of Industries, the Ministry 
of Commerce, and the Ministry of Economics and Finance as well as the Central 
Bank and other representatives of interested state organizations will be 
members of this office which will operate under the supervision of the inter- 
national and economic deputies of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


CSO: 4640/103 
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IRAN 


POLICIES LEADING TO ECONOMIC DOWNFALL TRACED 
Paris LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE in French No 333, Dec 81 ppl, 9 


[Article by Ahmad Farughi: "The Collapse of the Iranian Economy--Another Failure 
of the Revolution"] 





[Text] Since the establishment of the Islamic Republic, almost 3 years ago, the 
leaders who followed each other in succession were embroiled in the power struggle 
and hardly concerned themselves with the economic crisis inherited from the Pahlavi 
regime, a crisis which now strikes all population strata. The opposition movements, 
especially the People's Mojahedin--the Islamic left--are being accused of being 
responsible for all of the ills that beset revolutionary Iran. 


Does the priority given to the ideological battle, at the expense of a structural 
reorganizationof the economy, conceal an unspoken powerlessness or a deliberate 
desire not to change anything in that field? None of the initiatives taken since 
the revolution indicate that the regime of the Imam Khomeyni is ready to recon- 
sider the economic policy that was in force under the reign of the shah. 


An in-depth reorganization of the economy had been undertaken right after the CIA 
coup d'etat in 1953 against the Mossadegh administration; it was characterized 
essentially by an accelerated integration into the world economy according to the 
conventional scheme involving the export of raw materials (petroleum) and the 
import of goods. After the price of the black gold quadrupled in 1973, the economy 
turned out to be completely dependent on the industrial powers. On the eve of 

the revolution, the Iranian economy thus was caught in a vicious circle: the 
increase in petroleum exports flooded the country with petrodollars; the tremendous 
boost in revenues led to a hefty rise in the demand which in turn triggered an in- 
flationary surge that accumulated momentum since the domestic production establish- 
ment was not able to meet that demand; since conformity with Western consumption 
models guided the demand toward foreign goods, imports went up and,to pay for 
them, it was necessary to step up petroleum exports. 


Here are some statistics: from 1969 until 1973, with the massive recycling of 
petrodollars in the industrialized economies, imports rose 80 percent, reaching 
$3 billion per year; starting with the year the price of crude quadrupled, they 
jumped again and the bill went up to $10.5 billion in 1974-1975, to 16 billion 

in 1976-1977, and to close to 18 billion in 1978-1979, in other words, 25 percent 
of the GNP. This import policy, pursued to the detriment of domestic production, 
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rapidly turned Iran into a single-product country; from 1974-1975 until 1978-1979, 
the share of petroleum in government revenues on the average came to 70 percent 
whereas the taxes on domestic production not connected with the petroleum sector 
hatdly exceeded 5 percent. 


Came the revolution and the new regime inherited an economy which was totally 
dependent on its petroleum exports and its goods imports. The vital sectors 
depend on foreign trade, provided they are not disjointed, broken up, or moribund, 
such as agriculture, the keystone to national independence. But what is the 
Situation here today? 


Last October, Mr Mohammed Taghi Ranki, minister-counsellor and director ef the 
planning and budget organization, admitted that "almost 3 years after the revolu- 
tion, the Iranian economy still depends heavily on petroleum and presents a very 
painful picture." 


Indeed, since the fall of the Pahlavi regime, this dependence has kept growing; 
according to official statistics, the share of petroleum in government revenues 
was 71 percent in 1979-1980, then 75 percent in 1980-1981; it rose quite noticeably 
that year. The 1981-1982 budget, as adopted by the Islamic parliament, comes to 
$39 billion, including 19 billion or 50 percent coming from the petroleum sector. 
But, considering the fact that the authorities are counting on petroleum exports 
amounting to 2.5 million barrels per day in order to make up a budget deficit 
estimated by the government at $9 billion--off-the-record even higher--the 1981- 
i982 budget thus expects to get "80 percent of its financing from petroleum 
earnings alone."" This means that dependence on petroleum exports has increased 
even more. 


Starting in 1974, Iran was able to count on stability in its exports--about 5 
million barrels per day. But those exports have been declining continually since 
the revolution. As of April 1979, they have been dropping to 2.4 million barrels 
per day. The expulsion of foreign experts, the purges striking the Iranian 
engineers and technicians "who are linked to the old regime," the permanent 
sabotage of installations by the Arab autonomists of Khuzistan--these will cause 
exports once again to plummet almost 50 percent. Western specialized circles 
estimate them at 1.3 million barrels per day for the average of January to April 
1980, with dips below 700,000 barrels per day. In August Petroleum Minister 

Ali Akbar Moinfar officially admitted that they hardly exceeded 1 million barrels 
per day, a level which nevertheless was maintained for a good part of 1981, in 
spite of the war with Iraq and the loss of the Abadan refinery. Starting at an 
unspecified date--military secrecy in force since the outbreak of hostilities bars 
the disclosure of strategic information--petroleum exports nevertheless dropped 

by one half and at the end of September 1981 they only came to 500,000 barrels 
per day. Moreover, until 1 November 1981--the date of the new reference prices 
fixed by the OPEC in October--the high prices demanded by the Islamic Republic 
after April 1980, to make up for the decline in its petroleum output, also slowed 
foreign sales down; the petroleum glut on the international market and the low 
prices charged by the other exporters, especially Saudi Arabia, caused Iranian 
petroleum, within its quality range, to be the world's most expensive petroleum. 
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Food Imports on the Rise 


The constant drop in petroleum revenues has had serious repercussions on the govern- 
ment budget; the 1980-1981 government budget was revised downward on many occasions 
and the petroleum revenue figure--75 percent of the budget--initially pegged at 
$23.2 billion, had to be scaled down to $11.8 billion. The war with Iraq, the 

total suspension of petroleum exports in October 1980, followed by a slight re- 
sumption, raised the 1980-1981 budget deficit to more than $10 billion in spite 

of several “emergency adjustments." 


While wartime security and the ban against opposition newspapers reduce the flow 
of information, the reports which from time to time filter through from official 
sources nevertheless lead us to assume the economy today is in serious difficulty. 
Last April, the prime minister drew a rather dark picture of the situation. The 
total Iranian debt had doubled from March 1978 to March 1981, coming to a figure 
of close to $25 billion; the cashflow showed a deficit of $3.5 billion and the 
debt owed to the Central Bank of Iran, which had gone up every year, was $12 bil- 
lion, according to the prime minister expressing "the country's feeble economic 
activity." 


Who is to be blamed for that? The Islamic authorities always blame the situation 
inherited from the shah's government and the hidden sabotage by the “agents of 
imperialism." But the econumists, who came to power with the revolution, blame 
the clerical apparatus in power and charge it with systematically opposing any 
in-depth reform of the economic structure set up by the Pahlavi regime. Indeed, 
the three successive budgets drawn up since the establishment of the Islamic 
Republic reveal the absence of any effort to recycle petroleum earnings--diminished 
as they may be--within the domestic production establishment; since the latter is 
not even able to satisfy the demand, petroleum earnings, while making inflation 
worse, continue to be devoted exclusively to the purchase of foreign goods. The 
vicious circle of dependence remains intact. 


According to statistics published on 15 June 1980 by the customs administration, 

the country's imports in 1979-1980 came to $9.8 billion, while exports of products 
other than petroleum only amounted to $795 million; the trade deficit--not including 
petroleum--thus came to more than $9 billion. According to the report by that 
administration, published last June, this deficit, in 1980-1981, was supposed to 

be something like $11.4 billion, in other words, almost all of the year's petroleum 
earnings. While it is too early to estimate the amount of imports for the cur- 

rent year, there is every reason to believe that they will still be going up; 
according to a report by the customs service, published in September 1981, they 
increased in value by 22.1 percent between 21 March and 23 August--already amounting 
to close to $7 billion--while the share of exports other than petroleum declined 

in value by 42.9 percent compared to the 5 corresponding months of the preceding 
year. 


According to the OECD, Iran's ten principal suppliers in 1980-1981 were Japan 

(13.8 percent), West Germany (13.2 percent), the United Kingdom (8 percent), France 
(6.3 percent), Italy (5 percent), the Netherlands (3.1 percent), Spain (2.9 per- 
cent), Australia (2.5 percent), Switzerland (2.4 percent), and Belgium (2.4 per- 
cent), with the total share of the EEC coming to 40 percent. While the United 
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States was completely eliminated from the Iranian market--although it had held 
first place among the country's suppliers (15.8 percent of imports) on the eve 

of the revolution--no figures are available regarding trade with the countries of 
the East. In 1977-1978, the OECD countries shared 85 percent of the total ex- 
ports to Iran among themselves and the countries of the East accounted for 6 
percent; in 1980-1981, the OECD share had slipped to 70 percent of the total and 
certain observers feel that trade with the communist bloc was bound to increase 
noticeably. 


In spite of the economic sanctions imposed by the Western governments between 
May 1980 and January 1981 against the Islamic Republic, following the taking of 
hostages at the United States Embassy in Tehran, the EEC more or less managed to 
maintain the level of its exports throughout the entire period of the "boycott"; 
the figure went down only 3.7 percent compared to the preceding fiscal year. 
Moreover, certain European countries considered by Tehran to be the “spearheads 
of imperialism" and "enemies of the Islamic revolution," considerably increased 
their exports since the fall of the Pahlavi regime. This is particularly true of 
the United Kingdom whose share of the Iranian market went up--8 percent 
in 1980-1981 as against 6.9 percent in 1977-1978--after the elimination of the 
United States thus becoming Iran's third-ranking supplier. 


The structure of Iranian imports during the years that have gore by reveals the 
extent of dependence on the world market, particulariy in the vital sector of 
agriculture. According to statistics supplied by the customs administration and 
published last June, more than $6 billion--or more than 50 percent of foreign 
purchases--were devoted to imports of food products alone. In 1973-1974, Iran 

had imported $900 million worth of food products; in 1975-1976, the figure had 

gone up to $1.4 billion and in 1977-1978 it was more than $2 billion. Just 2 years 
after the revolution, these purchases thus had skyrocketed more than 300 percent 
compared to the last year of the shah's regime, thus underscoring the total col- 
lapse of domestic agricultural production. The Islamic regime is trying to conceal 
these facts by censoring information; but the estimates of the Central Bank, which 
were published by the opposition newspapers several weeks before they were banned, 


2.50 percent for 1979-1980 and zero zrowth for 1980-1981. 


No recent figures are available on the volume or nature of agricultural products 
imports. However, during the last fiscal year prior to the revolution, Iran 

in particular, according to government figures, purchased, from abroad, 97 percent 
of the rice consumed--rice is the staple food of the Iranians--more than 25 percent 
of its wheat requirements, more than 40 percent of its meat requirements, more than 
50 percent of its cattle requirements, 50 percent of its sugar requirements, and 

80 percent of dairy products consumed. There is nothing to indicate a reversal of 
this tendency in the nature of imports since the revolution. On the other hand, 

a study by the United States Department of Agriculture, published last April, con- 
firmed a change in the flow of trade in favor of Australia and the EEC, especially 
France, to the detriment of the United States, particularly in the field of cereals 
and sugar imports. 
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In the industrial sector, imports, it seems, declined definitely and the departure 
of foreign experts seriously hit the major projects which were being started up 
during the last years of the Pahlavi regime, as well as certain industries, such as 
the steel industry. However, recent statements by Islami officials seem to in- 
dicate that the authorities are possibly contemplating the idea of going back on 
their decision totally to reject the use of foreign manpower; in particular they 
would accept the help of experts from countries that did not work against the 
revolution. Iranian industry furthermore is handicapped by the shortage of spare 
parts and raw materials whose imports are still held back by the financial disputes 
existing with several countries so that all transactions have to be handled on a 
cash basis. 


But the most serious problems confronting industry on the one hand include the total 
absence of economic planning--the regime has not yet decided to select a coherent 
development method--and, on the other hand, the bad social and political climate 
prevailing in the nationalized enterprises. With the successive waves of purges, 
the leaders prefer to wait and see, rather than make decisions for which they 
could be severely criticized. According to foreign observers, industry's output 
capacity in June 1980 was no more than 15 percent; the drop was supposed to be 

60 percent compared to the prerevolutionary period in the pharmaceutical sectors 

and 100 percent in the consumer goods sector, particularly in electrical house- 

hold appliances. According to official statistics, the auto assembly industry in 
1980-1981 ran only at 50 percent of its normal rate and the big machine-tool fac- 
tories in Tabriz and Arak, built by the Soviets and vital to industry, have re- 
mained paralyzed by insoluble internal political conflicts. These few data help 
explain why almost $4 billion--out of a total of 11.4 billion--were devoted in 1980- 
1981 to the importing of capital goods and finished products. 





Government Prices and the Open Market 


The regime's inability to recycle petroleum earnings within a production establish- 
ment that is nonexistent or almost about to go under is causing a powerful infla- 
tionary push which foreign products imports are only making worse. The price 
index--calculated in Iran on the basis of the prices of 376 products and services-- 
according to estimates of the Central Bank went up 12 percent in 1979-1980 and 
close to 30 percent in 1980-1981. For that last year, the food price index shows 
that rice went up 52 percent, meat 46 percent, flour 39 percent, and fruits, 
vegetables, and dairy products 24 percent. The price index has continued to go up 
since then; for the first 5 months of the current Iranian year--from March to July 
1981--fruits went up 85 percent, vegetables 49 percent, meat 26 percent, dairy 
products 27 percent, and rice 28 percent. Industrial price indexes, calculated on 
the basis of the month of June 1981 as compared to June 1980, in particular show 
increases of 43 percent for fuels and byproducts, 30 percent for textiles and 
clothing, 19 percent for unfinished industrial products, and 17 percent for basic 
metals. Moreover, for the first 5 months of that year, the price index on goods 
and services went up more than 25 percent. Officially, inflation is supposed to 

be going up at a rate of close to 30 percent per year; however, since this rate is 
calculated partly in line with government prices on goods, some of which are now 
rationed, the real rate of inflation undoubtedly is even higher. As a matter of 
fact, ever since the war with Iraq, the chronic shortage of certain basic products, 
along the fringes of the official market has caused the rise of a parallel market 
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and, for certain products, a black market, especially for domestic fuel, bottled 
gas, and coal. While the official market is much less expensive but severely 
rationed and rather scant, everything can be found on the open market or the black- 
market. Nevertheless, the gap between government prices and "free" prices-- 
between 1 and 4 for meat and rice, between 1 and 2 for vegetable oil, and between 
1 and 7 for sugar--places these products beyond the reach of most Iranians. 
According to government statements, 3 million persons are unemployed today out of 
an active population of about 10 million persons and this estimate does not take 
into account 1.5 million refugees from the war who have fled from the province of 
Khuzistan and who live miserably in the camps, nor those from the province of 
Kurdistan--5 million inhabitants--who have been involved in open warfare for 3 
years with the Islamic regime in Tehran. 


The continuation of the economic structure inherited from the shah’s regime has 
two other grave consequences for the Islamic Republic: on the international level, 
Iran's integration into the world market, its dependence on petroleum exports, and 
goods imports, leave the country defenseless in the face of the strategy of the 
big industrial powers, giving the Imam Khomeyni's slogan "neither East, nor West" 
a hollow ring. Domestically, the destruction of the production establishment, 
inflation, and unemployment help accentuate popular discontent and social tensions, 
reviving the breeding ground in which opposition members, especially the People's 
Mojahedin, can today recruit their militants. By allowing the perpetuation of 

an economic system which scoffs at independence and destroys national production, 
is the Imam Khomeyni not making the same mistake as the shah? By following in the 
latter's footsteps in stifling the expression of popular discontent, by avoiding 
to tackle its causes, is he not today as powerless in preventing the regime's 
disintegration as his predecessor was on the eve of the revolution? 
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IRAN 


PARDON FOR PRISONERS ON REVOLUTION ANNIVERSARY 
LD012036 Tehran IRNA in English 1627 GMT 1 Jan 82 


[Text] Tehran, 1 Jan (IRNA)--On the basis of decrees given by Imam Khomeyni, 

on the occasion of 22nd of Bahman [11 February], the victory anniversary of 

the Islamic Revolution several prisoners will be pardoned, stated Hojjat ol-Eslam 
Rabbani Amlashi, the prosecutor general of the country, on Wednesday afternoon. 
Hojjat ol-Eslam Amlashi talked to IRNA on his arrival in Rasht where he is to 
investigate and inspect the Gilan Province's (northern Iran) prisons, justice 
administration, as well as the revolutionary institutions and organisations. 


Concerning the rule of law and implementation of the canons and principles of 
Islam in current legislation, Amlashi remarked that all efforts were directed 
at implementing those principles in the existing regulations and rules. He 
further added that some measures have been taken in this regard. 


With the commencing of the work of the high judiciary council, he said, it was 
expected that at the earliest possible time all previous regulations, which 
were contrary to Islam, would be omitted and would be replaced with Islamic 
ones. He also asked judges to issue verdicts according to the ratified Islamic 
laws. He further added a programme is in the process of compilation regarding 
the establishment of the justice administration. 


Reiterating his hope that the current judicial system would be replaced with an 
Islamic system, Rabbani Amlashi told IRNA that some more changes would be made 
in the current laws. Revolutionary courts and prosecutor's offices are due to 
be consolidated so that there would be just one judicial authority which would 
work according to Islamic tenets. Regarding the prisoners’ welfare Ayatollah 
Amlashi expressed the hope that in the near future authorities would be able 

to take required measures in improving the status of prisoners, by attending 

to their problems. 
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IRAN CLANDESTINE ASSAILS KURDISH PARTY WARNING 
NC301225 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 29 Dec 81 
[Unattributed commentary] 


[Excerpts] Before beginning our discussion today we would like to draw your 
attention to what was broadcast on Kordestan Radio 2 days ago. The Kurdish 
Democratic Party [KDP], Abolhasan Bani-Sadr's ally today--in other words the 
ally of the main person responsible for the killing of our Kurdish brothers-- 
threatened the Iranian armed forces personnel 2 days ago via a radio station 

at its disposal that if they do not surrender to the KDP and continue struggling 
against the KDP and its allies Rajavi and Bani-Sadr, they will be destroyed. 

The KDP then added [words indistinct] that the officers, NCO's and members of 
the Iranian army have two paths to chose: Either they surrender or the KDP 

will turn Kordestan into the Iranian army's graveyard. The KDP transmitter also 
reported that armed KDP members killed some members of what ‘Abdorrahman Qasemlu 
called a repressive, corrupt, antipeople and Aryamehri army. Only the Iranian 
nation is competent to judge the nature of the (?Iranian army) and not Mr Qasemlu 
(?the person who was Bani-Sadr's sworn enemy yesterday) and who has today become 
his comrade in arms. 


What is interesting to note is the contradiction in respons: by the members of 
the National Resistance Council. ‘Abdorrahman Qasemlu threatens to destroy the 
army, while Colonel Mo'ezzi--(?another member of this council that consists) 

of fanatic Muslims, Marxists-Leninists and Islamic Marxists, clearly states in 
his interview that the National Resistance Council enjoys great influence among 
the armed forces and that the participation in the Kordestan war of only a very 
small number of military is (?clear proof of this). Mo'ezzi adds: The fact 
that the army sta:ed impartial when Bani-Sadr was dismissed was only because 

it was involved in the Iran-Iraq war otherwise undoubtedly the military and 
[words indistinct] would have entered into action in our favor. 


Radio Iran's dear listeners can very clearly see the (?lack of coordination) 
when comparing the statement of member of the National Resistance Council 
"Abdorrahman Qasemlu with that of Col Behzad Mo'ezzi, the pilot who first took 
the shah to Morocco and then flew Rajavi and Bani-Sadr to Paris and who today 
is one of the (?leaders) of the Resistance Council. 


31 





The truth is that the military cannot (?ever fight next to) their brothers' 
murderers [words indistinct] nor can they, in principle, (?trust) a person like 
"Abdorrahman Qasemlu who has today (?come to terms) with those responsible for 
the killing ot our Kurdish brothers in [word indistinct] and (?Mahabad). 
[passage indistinct] (?Contrary to what these gentlemen think, not coming to 
terms with Khomeyni dues not nean becoming allies with fanatic Muslims, Islamic 
Marxists or Communists ef the National Resistance Council and they forget that 
our military brothers (?support only the nation) and precisely because of 
(?these cultural, historic and idealistic reasons) they cannot extend a helping 
hand to people whose hands are either stained with the blood of Iranians or who 
have chosen to side with the elements responsible for our compatriots’ afflic- 
tion. 
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IRAN 


NATIONAL INSPECTORATE, GUARDS CORPS HOLD JOINT SESSION 
LD241122 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 24 Dec 81 


[Text] According to the central news unit, a joint session was held this morning 
in the office of the director of the National Inspectorate. The meeting was 
attended by Mohaqqeq-e-Damad, director of the National Inspectorate; Hojjat 
ol-Eslam Taheri-ye Khorramabadi and Hojjat ol-Eslam Mahallati, the imam's repre- 
sentatives in the guards corps; and Mohsen Reza'i, commander of the guards corps. 
In this session, matters of mutual interest were discussed and the following 
decisions were reached: 


1. As soon as possible a joint session will be held with the participation of 
the officials of the armed forces and the judiciary in order to decide a joint 
poiicy in executive and security matters. 


2. In order to create close relations and the necessary coordination between 

the National Inspectorate and the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps, it was 

decided that the planning and supervision unit of the guards corps should be 
given this duty and that the necessary relations between the National Inspectorate 
and the representatives of the imam in the guards corps should also be channeled 
through this unit. 


3. As soon as possible, the Supreme Council of the guards corps should distribute 
the rules and constitution concerning the National Inspectorate among all the 
guards brothes throughout the country and that they should be reminded to speedily 
reply to the necessary calls and correspondence. [sentence as heard] 


4. In addition to the inspections which are carried out directly by the inspec- 
torate general, on any occasion that the guards corps deems necessary it can 
ask the inspectorate general to investigate relevant issues. 

5. The inspectorate general should send a copy of the relevant reports to the 


officials of the guards corps. In addition to sending a copy to the prime 
minister. 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE ON ALTERATION OF IRANIAN NAMES 
NC301632 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 30 Dec 81 


[Text] In continuing the anti-Iranian policy of the clergy occupying Iran, the 
Majlis of the sheykhs has approved a bill by virtue of which the name of PARS 
News Agency will be altered to the Islamic Republic News Agency. (?Some days 
ago) as well the occupying clergy changed the name of Kermanshah City and 
Kermanshahan Province, as they had previously tried to alter the names of some 
cities. They, namely, changed Bandar-e Shahpur to Bandar-e Khomeyni and 
Esfahan's Homayunshahr to Khomeynishahr. If Khomeyni is so willing to have a 
port or city named after him, he should first show his capability by building 
a [word indistinct] port or city and then name them after himself. The altera- 
tion of former names and (?historic) [word indistinct] does not show the extent 
of ingeniousness and power of any rule. 


The Tehran municipality has also issued a circular asking the people to inform 
the municipality of any Iranian names on streets or alleys so that they can be 
given an Islamic name. (?It should be noted) that an Islamic name from the 
occupiers’ perspective is an Arabic name. 


There is no need to explain that the Iranian nation does not accept these anti- 
Iranian changes. Kermanshah will always remain Kermanshah, and, from our point 
of view, the only acceptable alteration in the name of the PARS News Agency is 
to add the word "occupied" on it. The Iranian nation knows the PARS News 
Agency as the occupied PARS News Agency and not as the Islamic Republic News 
Agency, because it does not basically recognize the so-called Islamic Republic 
of [word indistinct], generally speaking. 
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IRAN 


RAILWAY PERSONNEL TRAIN IN USSR 
LDO21444 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 2 Jan 82 


[Text] Ninety-eight percent of the construction work cf the Tabriz-Joifa 
electric railway has been completed. Our correspondent has sent a report for 
the Voice and Vision of the Islamic Republic of Iran from the Tabriz center. 


For the first time, the electrification of the Tabriz-Jolfa railways is finally 
being carried out. In accordance with a contract signed in 1975-76 between the 
Iranian railways and the Soviet (?Tekhnostroyeksport) for the electrification 
of the Tabriz-Jolfa railways, which was the first electric line in our country, 
all the work on grids and traction stations were carried out by the Soviet 
experts and construction work has also been started by the Zohal Company, under 
the supervision of engineers from the Syrus Company, both of which are Iranian. 


The project has been carried out on 145 km of trunk lines and 36 km of secordary 
lines around the stations. 


Fifty-two personnel from the Iranian railways dispatched to the Soviet Union 
for training and after undergoing training in three groups for periods of 6 or 
18 months, they returned to our country. 


A contract for the purchase of eight electric locomotives has been signed with 
a Swedish firm. Two of them will be delivered by the end of March. 


To feed the network, 132 kv high voltage electricity will be supplied by the 
Tavanir power generation and transmission firm. 


It should be noted that the heavy diesels on the Tabriz-Jolfa line can carry 
a maximum of 400 tons of goods because of a 28 percent gradient, but with the 
implementation of the electrification project, electric locomotives can each 
carry about 600 tons of goods. As a result the traction power in this line 
will increase by 50 percent. 


It is hoped that with the electrification of the Tabriz-Jolfa line, which will 
give a higher traction power, the staff of the Azarbayjan region railways can 
render a valuable service to our beloved Islamic homeland. 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE RADIO CALLS ON WORKERS TO STRIKE 
NC301418 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 29 Dec 81 
[Opening announcement ] 


[Text] Oh workers and toilers of Iran: Khomeyni's regime has trampled and 
destroyed your just rights, the just rights of you who are the main operators 

of the wheels of the country's industries. During these past 3 years Khomeyni's 
regime has not only not taken any steps toward your welfare and the betterment 
of your life but, on the contrary, it has placed all the pressures and diffi- 
culties of high prices and inflation on your shoulders--the toilers. The abroga- 
tion of the law on the workers' share of the factories’ special profits, the 
absence of job security, the dismissal of large numbers of your colleagues, 
sisters and brothers from factories and production units, and the implementation 
of the regime's exploiting policies are among the gifts brought by the mullahs 
to the workers during the past 3 years. 


Today is not the day to hesitate; it is the day to move and act; it is the day 
to joint in the comprehensive preparations for the vast strikes and which need 
the efforts and assistance of you workers and toilers for their success. 


The ruling regime has closed one factory after the other because of a lack of 
attention to proper management and the provision of raw materials for the plants, 
and the rest of the factories are also on the verge of closing. As a result 

of the despotic and reckless policies of the mullahs, Iran's economy is heading 
toward bankruptcy. Most important of all, Iran's very existence is being 
threatened. The actions of you workers will inflict the final blow on the 

regime. Extend support to the strikes in the production units; join the strikers; 
destroy Khomeyni's anti-Iranian and anti-Islamic regime; and build a flourishing, 
proud and tranquil Iran on the ruins of this regime. The day for Iran's libera- 
tion has come. Your movement will bring the day of liberation closer. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


YAZDI-KHOMEYNI MEETING---Tehran, 29 Dec (IRNA-Islamic Republic News Agency) (Ex- 
PARS)--The vice speaker of the Majlis, and temporary Friday prayers leader of 
Shiraz, Fars provincial capital, Hojjat ol-Eslam Mohammad Yazdi, today met and 
conferred with the leader of the revolution and founder of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, Imam Khomeyni. In this meeting Hojjat ol-Eslam Yazdi presented a 
report on the situation of Fars Province to the Imam, also the head of the 
governor general's office of Khuzestan Province (Tavallai), along with governors 
of Khuzestan, the members of the Command Council of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps (IRGC) and members of Khuzestan's reconstruction Jihad were also 
received by Imam Khomeyni who provided these officials with some guidelines. 
[Text] [LD291646 Tehran PARS in English 1503 GMT 29 Dec 81] 


BANDAR ABBAS CUSTOMS FIGURES--Tehran, 30 Dec (IRNA)--Over 17,371 tons of goods 
have been exported through Bandar Abbas customs department during the Iranian 
month of Azar (Nov 22-Dec 21) which shows a four-fold increase compared with 
the same period last year. Also, 582,328 tons of imported goods worth almost 
20,962,434,000 rials have been cleared by this department during the said 
period. This amount has increased by eight billion rials over the same period 
last year. In the Bandar Abbas loading and off-loading docks 568,932 tons of 
goods have been discharged and 573,881 tons loaded. The public income of this 
department amounted to 2,186 million rials which shows an increase by one billion 
rials in comparison with preceding month of Aban (Oct 23-Nov 21). [Text] 
[GF311017 Tehran IRNA in English 1501 GMT 30 Dec 81] 


EXECUTION TOLL CLAIM--Paris, 2 Jan (AFP)--The figure of 4,000 executions in Iran 
since last June 20 claimed by the Islamic Revolutionary regime is actually more 
than 50 percent short of the true total, according to a communique released 
here today by the Iranian opposition left-wing people's Mojahedin movement. 
Quoting "reliable reports," the statement indicated that the names of 160 people 
executed in Iran on September 27 had never been published by the Iranian author- 
ities. The movement claimed to have "a long list of people executed whose names 
have not been published.'"' The communique concluded with an urgent appeal "to 
all democratic forces and human rights bodies" to send international inquiry 
teams to Iran. [Text] [NC021420 Paris AFP in English 1336 GMT 2 Jan 82] 


CAVIAR AND FISH EXPORTS--Tehran, 4 Jan (IRNA)--The central manager of Gilan 


Province's fishery company said that 100 tons of caviar and some one million 
kgs of boneless fish have been exported to foreign countries, during th? current 
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Iranian year (March 80-March 81). Mohammad Mehdi (Tanamoie) added that during 
the current year the gendarmerie and Islamic Revolutionary Guards had discovered 
and seized 23 tons of contraband fish and caviar from smugglers and handed them 
over to the fishery company. Concerning fish breeding he told IRNA that in 

1362 (1982-83) the programmes in this field would be completed and production 
would reach a total of 28 million spawn annually. [Text] [GF051257 Tehran 

IRNA in English 1855 GMT 4 Jan 82] 


FARS GOVERNOR GENERAL APPOINTED--During yesterday's cabinet meeting, Mr Ne'matollah 
(Toghah) was appointed governor general of Fars Province. [GF291301 Shiraz 
Domestic Service in Persian 1500 GMT 28 Dec 81] 


KHALKHALI ASSIGNED TO PURGE ARMY--The Voice of Iran reported last night that the 
bloodthirsty executioner of Khomeyni's regime, Sheykh Sadeq Khalkhali, has been 
assigned by Sheykh ‘Ali Khamene'’i, the president of islamic justice, to supervise 
the purging of armed forces personnel opposed to the regime. According to this 
report, Sheykh (Sadeq Sadeqi Kivi), alias Khalkhali, has been granted full 
authority to execute, dismiss and imprison antiregime officers and NCO's. [Text] 
[NC291628 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 29 Dec 81] 


DECREASE IN PRODUCTION--Tehran, 29 Dec (IRNA)--The economic statistics office 

of the Central Bank of Iran announced today that the gross industrial production 
index decreased 6.2 percent compared to last year. During March 21-June 21 in 
the current year production index indicated an increase of 1.5 percent and also 
from June 22-Sep 23 the index indicated a 5.4 percent increase compared to the 
same period last year. The gross value of the production of the large industrial 
plants was about 724 billion rials in 1980. The general index of wage and 
benefits for the workers and staffs of the major factories in 1980 compared 

with 1979 showed an increase of 17.8 percent. [Text] [LD800254 Tehran IRNA in 
English 1657 GMT 29 Dec 81] 


BANNING OF ISLAMIC COUNCILS--The clerical rule's Ministry of Labor and Social 
Affairs has banned the activities of Islamic Councils in workshops and factories 
and [words indistinct]. Islamic Councils consisted of a group of Hezbollahis 
who meddled in all the factories’ affairs. Islamic Councils put laws and regula- 
tions into effect and took decisions on the (?management) of workshops; they 
also dismissed freedom-seeking workers, confiscated people's belongings (?when- 
ever they wished) and distributed the (?booty) among members. Leader of the 
Mojahedin-e Khalq Mas'ud Rajavi has issued a statement in Paris expressing 
opposition to the dissolution of the Islamic Councils for factories and has 
called on workers to strike in protest to this dissolution. [Text] [NC301630 
(Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 30 Dec 81] 


REPORTS ON STRIKES--Khomeyni's regime has stopped payment on workers’ share of 


factories’ special profits and has announced that shares sold to workers during 
the previous regime no longer have any value. This has created a strong reaction 
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among the workers. Employees in many factories have decided to go on strike. 
According to the Free Voice of Iran correspondents in Tehran and other industrial 
Iranian cities, communiques and night pamphlets are being distributed by workers’ 
councils in factories inviting workers to join a general strike. A large number 
of workers in the Iran national factory have decided to strike and to denounce 
the recent antiworker decisions by the Khomeyni's Islamic Republican regime. 
[Excerpt] [GF311153 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 
GMT 30 Dec 81] 


SOVIET-IRANIAN COOPERATION--The Free Voice of Iran broadcast a report some time 
ago on Soviet economic, military and security experts arriving in Iran. According 
to our correspondent, Soviet security experts met with representatives of 
Savama--Khomeyni's Islamic Republican security organization--in Saltanatabad 
yesterday and discussed plans for rebuilding and strengthening the Islamic 
Republic's security organization. Engineer Chamran, brother of Mostafa Chamran-- 
who is the head of Savama in Khomeyni's regime--attended the meeting. [Excerpt] 
[GF311154 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 31 Dec 81] 


BAZARGAN TO FORM CABINET--Quoting a private source in Tehran, a Free Voice of 
Iran correspondent has reported that 3 days ago Khomeyni granted audience to the 
prime minister of the provisional government, Eng Mehdi Bazargan, in Jamaran 
Palace and proposed that he form and head a new cabinet, but that Bazargan stated 
that the formation of a government would depend on the dissolution of the Islamic 
Majlis by Khomeyni. Following these talks, which lasted 2 hours, ‘Ali Khamene'i, 
the regime's president, met with Khomeyni on Tuesday. During this meeting 
Khomeyni ordered ‘Ali Khamene'i to enter into negotiations with Bazargan and, 
while studying Bazargan's proposals, to prepare for the dismissal of (?Prime 
Minister) Hoseyn Musavi and to appoint Bazargan to this post. This report has 
not yet been published by other news sources, but the possibility is for Bazargan 
to once again accept the Islamic Republic's premiership if the Iran-Iraq war 
ends. Informed sources have said that Bazargan has proposed that the committees, 
revolution courts and the revolution guards corps should be dissolved and the 
power be centralized in the legal executive and legislative powers. [Text] 
[NC311613 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 31 Dec 81] 


GROWTH IN COMBAT STRENGTH--Political and military observers consider the show of 
strength by the army of Islam on the western front, at a time when Saddam's 
falling regime uses any means to save itself from the trap it has been caught 
in, as a new move by the Islamic Republic of Iran and talk of an army which, 
relying on the faith and self-sacrifice of its combatants, can at any time and 
in any area it wishes, even inside Iraqi territory, deal blows at Saddam's army. 
These sources believe that the repeated victories gained by the forces of the 
Islamic Revolution of Iran, which have been gained simultaneously with the 
gradual defeat of Saddam's army, and in particular the recent move, which showed 
Iran can be active even inside Iraqi territory if it wishes, reveal an increase 
in the combat strength of the Iranian forces, which fight relying on popular 
support and faith. With this support they are determined to continue their war 
to victory. [Excerpt] [LD031202 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 

3 Jan 82] 
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TUDEH LEADERS’ HIDING--Following the wave of purges of Tudeh Party members from 
the organizations of the Islamic regime that began some time ago, Nureddin 
Kianuri, the secretary general of the puppet Tudeh Party, and Ehsan Tabari, the 
theoretician of the party-——both of whom have been close to arrest--have gone 
into hiding. In his speeches over the past 2 years Tabari has put the activities 
of Imam Hoseyn on the same level as those of Karl Marx. Political observers 

say that strong attacks by the leaders of the Islamic Republic against the Tudeh 
Party is a move aimed at getting closer to the United States and other Western 
countries. This is so the Islamic regime can obtain its military and other 
needed materials. [Text] [GF041720 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 
1330 GMT 4 Jan 82} 


REQUEST FOR F-14 SPARES--According to our correspondent in the United States, a 
request for the purchase of F-14 spares by Khomeyni's Islamic Republic has been 
handed over to the representative of the U.S. Grumman Company in London through 
an Iranian company acting as the broker in the city. The company has forwarded 
the letter to the U.S. Navy. A spokesman for the U.S. Navy has announced the 
receipt of this letter and explained that according to U.S. Government policy, 
Grumman and other manufacturing companies must get permission to export such 
arms to Iran. A number of U.S. experts have taken the latest request by Khomeyni's 
regime as an indication that the regime kas lost some of its mistrust for the 
army. [Text] [GF061830 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 
1500 GMT 5 Jan 82] 


STRIKES IN INDUSTRIES--Following the usurping clerical regime's decision to ban 
workers council and to deprive workers from their benefits from special profits, 
Iran's workers councils have decided to declare countrywide strikes. Combatant 
Iranian workers of Iran national and general motors are at present on strike, 

but the Islamic Republic is preventing any reports to be published in the press. 
Our correspondent reports that the Iranian employees’ councils have also declared 
their solidarity with our country's workers. The employees intend to report to 
work but to refrain from carrying out their duties to intensify their negative 
stance vis-a-vis the regime. Another report indicates that the installations 
and units of general motors are idle and that only the jeep manufacturing branch 
is continuing its activities on a limited basis. Recently, the Islamic Republic 
imported jeep motors from India for this unit, but, because of their low quality, 
these motors did not find a market in Iran. [Text] [NC061605 (Clandestine) 
Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 6 Jan 82] 


CSO: 4640/105 


40 





LEBANON 


SPECULATION OFFERED ON OUTCOME OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 247, 14 Nov 81 pp 26, 27 


{Article by Ibrghim Salamah: “The Presidency in Lebanon, 1982: The Return of 
Tony's Father?"/ 


Ltext/ There is no talk about anything among Lebanese except the “presidential 
campaign." Who will be the next president? Who do you prefer? So-and-so or what's- 
his-name? And other questions, which to a visitor seem almost improper in people 


_ that have borne hardship for 7 years of inconceivable strife and set a record for 


forbearance and endurance. 


The Lebanese are entitled to this interest for a number of reasons, among the most 
conspicuous of which are: 


First, the people are looking for a "subject" to talk about (not to say be diverted 
by). 


Second, the accession of a new president means many things in all countries, above 
and beyond Lebanon. 

Third, since the ordinary Lebanese citizen, before the “compulsion,” still considered 
the issue of the election of a new president to be a purely Lebanese issue, it con- 
sequently preoccupies and concerns him more than such complex major issues as "the 
Middle East crisis," or the immense names and labels surrounding them, which, in his 
mind, have lost all importance and meaning. 


The candidates have proliferated = we might almost say they are "more than the pre- 
Occupations of the heart"; however, the main constituents in Lebanon are well known. 


All candidates for the presidency must be a member of the Maronite sect by birth and 
must enjoy the approval of three of the four main constituents -- Washington, 
Damascus, Riyadh and Moscow. 

The names that are being circulated among people are, in order of their popularity: 


Raymond Iddah, dean of the National Bloc, who enjoys exceptionrl popular support. 


Sulayman Franjiyah, the former president. 
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Jean ‘Aziz, the former minister and deputy from Jazzin from the 1957 term to 1972. 


Shaykh Michel al-Khuri, the son of the first president of Lebanon, the late 
Shaykh Bisharah al-Khuri. 


In addition to these four names, the names of Col Gabi Lahhud, former head of the 
Deuxieme Sureau, who has been living for some time in the capitol of Spain, Edouard 
Suma, chairman of the World Food Organization (FAQ), headquartered in Rome, 

Fu'ad Naffa', the deputy from Kasrawan and the former foreign minister, and Ilyas 
al-Hirawi, the deputy from Zahlah and current minister of public works, have been 
bruited about. 


This is as far as names go. As regards the positions of the Lebanese powers present 
on the stage and on the political street, their undeclared positions may be classi- 
fied as follows: 


The Lebanese Front, organizationally the strongest and the one most interested in the 
subject, is trying and planning to reach two objectives: 


First, it is opposing Raymond Iddah's accession to the presidency, since it considers 
that his accession would be a basic direct threat to its popular power and its mili- 
tary existence firstly and to its political existence secondly. Therefore, as well- 
informed circles in it say, it is trying to put pressure on the current president, 
Ilyas Sarkis, to accept an extension or renewal of his term, if only for 2 years. 
However, President Sarkis has informed more than one intermediary that he "will not 
remain 1 hour beyond the end of his constitutional term." Circles thet generally 
frequent Ba'abda Palace are rumoring that President Sarkis will take up residence in 
the capital of France starting in the summer of 1982 and that his brother Phillip 
has bought him a home in the French capital which he started furnishing some weeks 
ago. 


The front's tactics are based on learning the facts and avoiding a clash with the 
popular trend, and its leaders have realized that renewing or extending President 
Sarkis' /terp/ will meet with open opposition from three local forces and two major 
constituents: 


The local forces opposed to Sarkis' remaining in power are: 


1. The northern bloc, under the leadership of Frajiyah the man from Zagharta and 
Rashid Karami the Tripolitanian. 


2. The Sa'ib Salam bloc, which is predominantly Sunnite in character and includes 
Nazih al-Bizri, the deputy from Sidon, and Hasan al-Rifa'i, the deputy from Ba'labakk, 
in addition to ‘Abduh 'Uwaydat and Zahir al-Khatib, the Sunnite deputies from al-Shuf. 


3. The leftist grouping, known as the National Movement. This does not have a large 
number of deputies, but it is able to move or put pressure on a number of deputies 
who are in agreement with it or compete with it to gain the support of a common popu- 
lar base (Ors Pierre Mansur, Amin al-Hafiz, ‘Ali al-Khalil, 'Abd-al-Majid al-Rafi'i 
and Nijah Wakim, deputy from Beirut). 


The two major_congstituents who do not support a renewal or extension of the current 
president's /term/ are: 
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Damascus, which can be categorized as the longest-standing, strongest constituent in 
what is generally described as the Lebanese presidential struggle. Damascus has had 
a big voice in the presidential elections since 1943 (the date of independence) ani 
some people add that, with time, following the 7 years' war, Damascus has had the 
right of designation and the right of veto. Some Syrian officials do not hide the 
fact that they are not satisfied with President Sarkis’ policy, and it has reached 
the point where some of them, in their private councils, grumble and circulate talk 
along such lines as “we will never repeat our experience with Sarkis. We want a 
President we know well and who also knows us." 


Moscow's enmity toward President Sarkis is of long duration and has been known since 
the 1970 presidential round, when Kamal Jumblatt, in the name of the "forces of the 
left," subjected him to an oral examination in which he did not receive high marks. 
Moscow supported Sulayman Franjiyah, who defeated Ilyas Sarkis, the governor of the 
Central Bank at that time, by one vote, through the activity of its ambassador at 
that time, Sirvar Azimov. 


The second local force consists of the central council of the Natinnal Move- 
ment, which includes in its ranks the block of Jumblattist deputies, who are four 

in numbar, the Communist Party, the Syrian Nationalist Perty, the Nasarist groupings, 
anc to some extent the independent al—Murabitun Organization under the leadershipx 
of Ibrahim Qulaylat. (Palestinians also interact with these groups, although the 
Palestinian resistance has no declared opinion on the subject of the Lebanese presi- 
dential elections.) This group has not yet named its candidate for the presidency, 
although it is inclined for the most part to support Raymond Iddah in the event 
Damascus gives agreement to the dean's return to Ba'abda Palace from his exile in 

the Prince De Galles Hotel. If the Iddah-Damascus problem is not resolved, the 
forces of the National Movement and its allies will support and bless the accession 
of one of two people to the presidency -- Jean ‘Aziz or Sulayman Franjiyah. However, 
as of now, they have reservations about Michel al-Khuri (because of his friendship 
with President Sarkis) and Gabi Lahhud (for longstanding reasons, some Lebanese, 
others non-Lebanese). 


Is the Return of Tony's Father a possibility? 


A politician .com Zagharta who travels back and forth among Geneva, Athens and Paris 
has imparted the following information: "President Franjiyah's return is almost 
certain.” 


Someone listening to him asked him: 
"What ahout the problem with the Phalange?" 


The man smiled and added, “A prominent Syrian politician told one of his Lebanese 
quests a while ago, ‘Listen, brother, I don't want any static on the next president. 
If the deterrent forces remain, Sulayman Franjiyah will come back. If we withdraw, 
the presidency will devolve upon Raymond Iddah.'" 


The politician from Zagharta did not stop there. Rather, he described the way in 
which Tony's father would return, saying, “Be informed that weekly messages are 
going from 3ikfiya to Zagharta whose gist is that the al-Jumayyil clan is ready to 
meet with President Franjiyah and thet Maronite and Vatican religious bodies are 











taking part in these efforts. If they meet with success, no obstacles will remain 
in the way of President Franjiyah's return to 3a'abda Palace." 


All those present were amazed by this statement, but the politician from Zagharta 
scoffed at them and made this response: 


"Or do you imagine that Lebanon's politics will te subject to logic or what is called 
'the reasonable?'" Everyone fell silent. 


Between a Civilian Dictatorship and a Military One! 


At another gathering, a ceputy from Ba'labakk described the presidential situation 
as follows: there can be no solution unless Raymond Iddah returns. Iddah's return 
to Lebanon will constitute a symbol of the restoration of a united Lehanon, increas- 
ing self-confidence, which will be reflected on every Lebanese, be he Christian or 
“Moslem. 


When one of the people in his hearing mentioned the Syrian politician's statement, 
the deputy from GBa'labakk replied, "Raymund Iddah's withdrawal from the Lebanese 
stage has won him a great deal of sympathy and appreciation from the people, but it 
also created some erroneous premises in the dean's mind, which have changed follow- 
ing President Sarkis' experience. All the Islamic bodies, Shiite and Sunnite, sup- 
port Raymond Iddah, but he does not know that. The Christian man on the street, 
even in the Lebanese Front's bastions, sees no possible solution except through the 
return of Raymond Iddah. There remains the problem of Damascus. In fairness to the 
facts, I bear responsibility for what I say," the deputy added. “Damascus has shown 
mo:e than once, through many letters and intermediaries, that it is ready for a 
dialogue and an understanding with the dean, but the dean has greeted all that with 
an absolutely negative attitude." The statement by the deputy from Ba'labakk might 
be on target, or it might be somewhat "unfair" to the dean. 


A Sunnite political leader from Beirut described the situation from a different angle, 
saying "The country is looking for a dictator who will restore security and confi- 
dence in government to people's minds. 8y the nature of the case, Dean Iddah enjoys 
the respect and affection of all Lebanese, to the point where I can stress that if a 
plebiscite took place along American or French lines, Raymond Iddah would get 8&0 
percent of the votes, if not more. Raymond Iddah is the dictator that is needed 
because he is a strong personality who does not haggle with any party and his hands 
are clean. However,” the politician went on, “let me describe the real obstacles 
facing the dean to you. 


"The dean's problem is not with Damascus or with the Phalange Party. His problem is 
with a quarter million Lebanese and non-Lebanese who got rich and influential by 
illegitimate and unlawful means in the period when there was no government. They 
have come to constitute a political class with an understanding among themselves and 
they are linked by solidarity in order to preserve their interests, which are met by 
violating the law and committing aggressions against other people. They, and no one 
else, will resist Raymond Iddah's return by all the means available to them and more! 
There‘ore,” my interlocutor continued, "my information is that there is a deal being 
concluded quietly to get another emigre to return, Col Gabi Lahhud. Ba‘abdav’ 
Palace, the leaders of the front and the Americans will take part in this deal. 

Gabi Lahhud will be a dictator in the shadows. That is, his era, if he governs, will 
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be distinguished by obscurity and strength at the same time, because Lahhud's person- 
ality is totally different from that of Dean Iddah. Im addition, he is a military 
man in uniform and a Lebanese civilian in his political conduct. The plan to make 
him president might go through if old problems with Damascus are resolved.” 


I asked the politican from Seirut, "What about Michel al-Khuri, Jean ‘Aziz and 
Edouard Suma?" 


He replied quickly and clearly: “Plans for a ‘bureaucratic’ president are no longer 
possible in Lebanon. The pecple want a solution and are looking for a leader, even 
if he is the equivalent of a dictator. Naturally Jean ‘Aziz will be lucky, and 
quite lucky, if the Raymond Iddah story becomes complicated. If the ‘return of 
Gabi Lahhud' is then deferred, the front, through President Sarkis, will support 
Michel al-Khuri's candidacy, while the other parties will support the nomination of 
Jean ‘Aziz, who cannot be characterized as a bureaucrat or as the requisite leader 
but falls between the two stools.” 


Thus the story of the presidency in Lebanon can be summarized in the word ‘return,’ 
from which one can distill the following conclusions: 


If Lebanon "returns" to its unity and independence, Raymond Iddah's "return" will be 
almost assured. 


If the situation remains as it is, in spite of a few superficial modifications, 
Sulayman Franjiyah, "Tony's father,” will "return." 


If there is a serious American plan to solve the Middle East crisis from the ground 
up, and Moscow does not take part in this solution, Gabi Lahhud will "return” as a 
symbol of the Lebanese military establishment which is supposed to play a prominent 
role in coming years. 


They are returning; there is a return. Who will return? When will the return be? 


We can describe our history as a return following a hegira - or a rout into exile 
Following a return. God is the guardian of success. 
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LEBANON 


EFFECT OF SAUDI PEACE PLAN ON NATION REVIEWED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 248, 21 Nov 81 p 20 


/Article by George Bashir: "Lebanon and the Saudi Plan -- Reconciliation among the 
Great Eliminates Conflict among the Small"/ 


[Text/ As senior Lebanese officials were talking about spelling out Lebanon's 
official position on the plan of Prince Fahd, the crown prince of Saudi Arabia, and 
were discussing developments in international and Arab positions vis-a-vis this plan, 
they received a diplomatic cable stating that the Saudi papers, especially the news- 
paper AL-MADINAH, had published remarks from an official Soviet commentary on Prince 
Fahd's Plan in their lead articles. This was considered an important shift in in- 
ternational positions on the Saudi proposals. 


What prompted senior Lebanese officials to give attention to the contents of this 
cable was the fact that the official Saudi news agency had ventured to distribute 
the news, the gist of which was that the Soviet Union had declared its support for 
the Saudi plan Prince Fahd had proposed in order to solve the Middle East crisis. 

It was based on two commentaries broadcast by Moscow radio and television and 
transmitted by various radio and television services in eastern European capitals, 
stating that Moscow considered that the Saudi plan ought to be taken into consider- 
ation, in view of current circumstances and the failure of the Camp David agreements 
to achieve peace in the Middle East. 


An hour after this diplomatic cable arrive, a second diplomatic cable brought word 
that the Saudi newspaper AL-MADINAH had published material stating that there was a 
congruence in Riyach and Moscow's positions regarding the Middle East situation. 


This statement, which was broadcast by Moscow radic and television, and the direct 
response from Riyadh through its media, were considered a very important sign in 
Beirut. It was followed by more than one contact with more than one capital to 
ascertain what subsequent sudden developments might occur which, in the event they 
continued, mignt cause a shift in the most important premises of the positions of 
countries in the Middle Cast and elsewhere in the world, especially the Soviet 
position. When Moscow says "yes" to plans and recommendations by the crown prince 
of Saudi Arabia on solving the Middle East crisis, that means that some international 
reconciliation has started to take form through Saudi Arabia and that agreement is 
being made to what is called a just permanent solution to the Middle East crisis; 
the Arab and international contacts that had been going on for some time, prior to 
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the Arab summit conference in Fez, Morocco, were not auguring well for the possibi- 
lity of bringing about Arab solidarity in the summit, on the Saudi recommendations 
For solving the crisis, even through “appearances." 


These sudden developments were preceded by initial contacts between Damascus and 
Rabat in the form of a visit by the Moroccan foreign minister, Mohamed Soucetta, to 
the Syrian capital last Monday and an exchange of letters between the Saudi monarch, 
King Khalid, and the Syrian president, Hafiz al-Asad, in the course of two visits 
made by the foreign minister of Saudi Arabi, Prince Sa'ud al-Faysal, and ‘Abd-al- 
Halim Khaddam, Syria's foreign minister, in a 24-hour period. All of these, it 
seemed to diplomatic circles at the first instance, took place in a manner that 
closely resembled a complete turnaround in the situation. 


The question which presents itself now is: why are the Lebanese interested in these 
developments? 


During the meeting last Tuesday between President Ilyas Sarkis and Premier Shafig 
al-Wazzan, in the presence of Minister Fu'ad Butrus, to study the summit agenda and 
prepare an outline for the Lebanese working paper that would be presented to the sum- 
mit, the Lebanese officials were anxious to learn the Arab and international reactions 
to the trial balloons that kept being floated over the area following the Soviet 
statements, for a number of reasons, most conspicuously: 


First, successive reports Lebanese authorities had received on Israeli military move- 
ments in the south the past 2 weeks, concerning movements on the border strip or the 
construction of roads to link that highway to the al-Nabtiyah region. The Lebanese 
authorities interpreted this step as advance warning of a new Israeli military in- 
vasion of the south up to the District of al-Nabtiyah and the western al-Biqa'’ that 
would not pass through the central sector where the international emergency forces 
are located. 


Second, Arab warnings that were broadcast concerning the possibility of a military 
clash with Israeli forces in the south of Lebanon as a result of the mobilization of 
troops along Israel's northern borders. 


Tl. ird, Israeli military officials' declaration, on more than one occasion the past 

2 weeks, that they would not be silent over introduction of heavy advanced weapons 
into the south in the context of the cease fire declared 4 months ago, which is stil) 
in effect. In the Israelis view, this would be considered a violation of the cease 
fire agreement. 


Fourth, warning by the official spokesman of the American State Department of the 
danaer of the tension that had started to appear on the horizon on the Lebanese- 
Israeli borders and his declaration that Washington did not support the continuation 
of this tension and did not support the commission of any cease fire violations even 
in respect to the introduction of new advanced weapons into southern Lebanon. 


Fifth, the warning conveyed by the commander of the international emeraqency forces, 


Gen Callahan, to senior Lebanese military commanders to the effect that what has been 
goingon recently does not bode well. 
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Perhaps the most significant of these points is the Israeli position of hostility 
to the Saudi initiative and the American and European support it has enjoyed. This 
indicated that Israel will conduct a specific military operation in the region. 

In the event that is not contained, it could lead to a big military clash. 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


MILITARY ADMINISTRATION EXPANDED---King Hassan II announced on Friday December 
18, that the Mohammedia engineering school will be subjected, beginning January 
first, to a military administration. This action received wide coverage by the 
media, especially the king's statement to the new school director: "You are 
aware that we and Morocco are not pleased with the conduct of these students, 
because engineers are the key to present and future development." The «ing 
indicated that a military administration has already been applied to the Poly- 
technic school and "has guaranteed the rights of students and state alike, and 
will be beneficial to students and citizens in general." This action should 
be regarded as the latest example of the unwillingness of the Moroccan authorities 
to tolerate strikes at universities and higher learning institutions. Students 
participating in strikes will be expelled. The National Union of Moroccan 
Students, which had only five embers in its executif committee, since the 
departure last sunmer of the representatives of the socialist party, has lost 
three more of its wembers, since the December 3rd strike. These three members 
are among the twenty-one students whose case is being reviewed by the court in 
Rabat. The two remaining members who are still free belong to the communist 
party. [Text] [Paris LE MONDE in French 22 Dec 81 p 9] 


cso: 4519/80 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


AR-RIYAD CRITICIZES IRAN'S ‘EVIL DESIGNS' ON GULF 
LD281330 Riyadh SPA in English 1210 GMT 28 Dec 81 
[From the press review] 


[Text] Riyadh, 28 Dec (SPA)--AR-RIYAD stressed the necessity to preserve the 
security of the Gulf states and condemned the Iranian regime's attempts to 
disturb the peace and security of the area. The paper denounced the irrational 
behaviour of the Iranian leaders emanating from their evil designs, envies 

and inferiority compiexes and hostility toward the people of the Gulf region. 
"Iran will never succeed in reviving their so-called dream of a great Persian 
empire by intentionally trying to create conflicts and tensions in the Gulf,” 
the paper said. 


Referring to the growing need of accomplishing a joint security agreement among 
the Gulf nations, AR-RIYAD said ''there is an urgent need to foil the Iranian 

and Zionist designs, especially after the discovery of an abortive Iranian plot 
to foment trouble and disturb peace and stability of Bahrain." The paper 
deplored the attempts of the [word indistinct] of Iran to split the Islamic 
ranks and wondered whether this notorious policy of the Iranian regime will 
serve Islam and muslims. The paper felt the irresponsible policy of the Iranian 
regime will greatly benefit Israel and other powers, "aiming to devour and 
plunder the Islamic nation and its wealth." 


"One can imagine the strength of the Islamic nation, if Muslim Iran, with its 
military strength and potentials, rejoins the Islamic ranks in facing the 
Zionist threats and dangers in the area," the paper noted. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


YAMANI SPEAKS IN AMMAN ON OIL SUPPLY TO JORDAN 

LD1672334 Riyadh SPA in English 1904 GMT 16 Dec 81 

[Text] Amman, 16 Dec (SPA)--Oil and mineral resources minister, Shaykh Ahmad 
Zaki Yamani has said that Saudi Arabia's oil reserves will last for a long time 
as new explorations have confirmed the presence of numerous oil fields in the 


kingdom. 


Shaykh Yamani, delivering a lecture at Amman University Tuesday night said the 
Arab power lies with their oil, which forms the backbone of their economy. 


Shaykh Yamani also declared oil will remain the world's major energy source. 


Shaykh Yamani urged the Arab states to unite and adopt a unanimous economic 
strategy. 


He called on the Arab states to turn their money fortune into technology and 
human power, which will enable the Arabs to gain an effective and important 
position in the world economy. 

Replying to a question, whether Saudi Arabia will close down the tapline, 


Shaykh Yamani said the kingdom had been stressing the American oil companies 
to keep the line alive, so as to meet Jordan's oil needs. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


PAPER SAYS U.S. 'EMBARRASSED' BY ISRAEL 
LD271300 Riyadh SPA in English 1225 GMT 27 Dec 81 
[From the press review] 


[Text] Riyadh, 27 Dec (SPA)--AL-MADINAH said the latest Israeli attitude has 
embarrassed very badly its close ally U.S. and the American administration's 
complete silence over the Israeli insults has greatly affected the prestige of 
U.S. as a super power. The paper said, "There can be two reasons for the pre- 
vailing U.S. silence over Israel's insulting behavior. Firstly, U.S. may be 

a partner and a collaborator with Israel and its policies in the region to an 
extent that it can bear these insults, so as to give Israel a green-signal to 
reinforce its position in the Arab world. The second reason suggests U.S. 
administration's complete lack of knowledge pertaining to the politic?! situa- 
tion in the region." 


The paper urged the U.S. administration to get rid of the Zionist pressures and 
stand beside the realities of the region and the resolutions of the United 
Nations which have totally rejected the Israeli occupation of the Arab lands. 
Dealing with the situation in Poland, AR-RIYADH newspaper said the Israeli 
annexation of Golan Heights and the situation in Poland was reflecting the 
existence of mutual agreement between the U.S. and the Soviet Union because 
both the countries reactions to these moves were luke-warnm. 
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TUNISIA 


FIGURES FOR 1982 BUDGET REPORTED 

PM051437 Tunis L'ACTION in French 12 Dec 81 p 11 

{[Unattributed summary of Tunisian budget proposals as outlined by Premier Mzali 
to Parliament on 11 December: "Main Points of Prime Minister's Speech to 
Deputies" ] 

{Text] Challenges of the New Plan 

A--Absolute Priority for Agriculture 


Raising of manufacturers’ prices for certain agricultural products (grains, milk, 
olive oil, meat); 


Formulation of an agricultural investments code, the establishment of agricultural 
promotion funds, the establishment of an agricultural investments promotion bureau 
and the establishment of a national agricultural development bank; 

Establishment of a watchdog committee on agricultural activities; 

Extension of the welfare scheme to agricultural and overseas workers [cooperateurs]. 
B--Employment 

The creation of 280,000 jobs over the next 5 years. 


In this connection he cited the measures taken to meet this challenge: 


The encouragement of investment in manufacturing industries and industrial 
decentralization; 


The promotion of jobs for young people; 


The creation of a national fund for the promotion of cottage industries and 
small businesses; 


The signing of agreements with some of the Gulf countries to facilitate the 
recruitment of Tunisian workers by those countries. 
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C--Balance Among Sectors and Regions 


The encouragement of industrial projects, taking account of location (Law 76-81 
dated 9 August 1981); 


The establishment of economic development areas; 

The establishment of a general commissionership for regional development. 
D--Reduction of Social Inequalities 

General increase of salaries in April 1981; 

Payments from the clearing bank totaling 157 million dinars; 

Price rises limited to 8.5 percent in 1981, as against 10 percent in 1980; 
The improvement and reform of distribution; 

The organization of the profession of real estate brokers; 

The establishment of a board responsible for consumer relations; 


The raising of widows' and orphans’ pensions and a reappraisal of retirement 
pensions; 


The extension of the large families program (4 million dinars will be allocated 
to it, as against 1.4 million in 1981); 


The strengthening of the rural development program. 

The Sixth Plan: Overall Figures 

Investments: 8 billion dinars, 65 percent of which will be directly productive; 
Of these investments, 17 percent will be allocated to the agricultural sector, 
as against 13.6 in the fifth plan, 6 percent to the mechanical and electrical 


industries and 5.6 percent to tourism; 


A total of 2.8 billion dinars will be allocated to infrastructures in the social 
field. 


Figures for the 1982 Economic Budget 


A 5-percent growth rate, which is lower than in 1981 as a result of trends in 
the agricultural sector, which will experience 0.4 percent growth. 


Investments totaling 1.4 billion dinars, which is 175 million dinars more than 
in 1981; 
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Of these investments, 14 percent will be in agriculture; 


The reduction of the rate of increase in consumption to 5.5 percent, as against 
an average 7.6 percent during the fifth plan; 


The strengthening of savings; 
The creation of 50,000 jobs and sources of income; 


The allocation of 230 million dinars to housing, for the construction of 37,000 
homes as against 36,000 in 1981. 


State Budget 


Working budget: A balance of receipts against expenditure totaling 1,442,000,000 
dinars, representing a 17-percent increase on 1981; 


Current expenditure: 792 million dinars; 

Subsidy to the general ciearing bank: 30 million dinars. 

In this connection the prime minister stated that this fund will continue, with 
some adjustments, to take action to safeguard the citizens’ purchasing power and 


protect the poorer people. 


Most administrative spending will be allotted to purely social sectors (educa- 
tion, health, youth, sport, culture); 


Equipment budget: 465 million dinars, an increase of 16 percent, of which 371 
million dinars form the contribution from Section I to Section IT; 


State revenue: 1,168,000,000 dinars, of which 69.3 percent are fiscal receipts 
and 24.8 percent oil revenue. 


Reforms To Be Implemented 
First series of reforms in the fiscal system; 


Administrative reform: Implementation of administrative devolution and decen- 
tralization; 


New boost to the Audi office: Preparation of the report on the 1980 budget, 
creation of a specialized chamber for monitoring political enterprises, creation 
of a budgetary discipline office. 


The Political and Social Climate 


Sincere and firm intention to achieve national harmony: 








The pardons granted to around 1,000 people, the lifting of the ban on the Tunisian 
Communist Party, permission for the publication of independent or opposition 
newspapers; 


President Bourguiba's speech to the Destourian Socialist Party's extraordinary 
congress which consecrated the principle of a multiparty system; 


The holding of the Tunisian General Federation of Labor Congress in Gafsa and 
the emergence of a legitimate leadership. 


The pluralist parliamentary elections which crowned the democratic process. 
External Relations 

Extension of fraternal relations with Morocco and Algeria; 

Increased cooperation with the Mashriq countries, particularly the Gulf countries; 


Good relations with all Arab countries thanks to far-reaching and sustained 
diplomatic action; 


Tunisia's support during the Fez summit for the eight-point declaration put 
forward by Saudi Arabia with a view to solving the Palestinian affair and estab- 
lishing peace in the Near East (the Fahd plan); 


Strengthening the Tunisian presence throughout the African continent (opening 
of diplomatic missions in Mauritania, Niger and Zimbabwe). 


Tunisia'’s vanguard role on the economic level through the group of 77 or on 
the political level within the nonaligned movement. 


Good relations with the industrialized countries and especially the EEC countries, 
North America and Japan. 


Preferential relations with France. 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


WEST SAHARA OFFICIAL ON FRENCH, U.S. ROLES 
PM081639 Paris LE MATIN in French 26-27 Dec 81 p 8 


{Maurice Szafran interview with West Saharan "Government Adviser" Mohamed Sidati: 
"A Saharan Minister: ‘France Must Adopt a Bolder Policy''--date and place of inter- 
view not specified] 


[Text] Le Matin: Following former President Valery Giscard D'estaing's commitment 
to Morocco, what do you now expect from a socialist France? 


Mohamed Sidati (minister counsellor with the Saharan Government): First of all, I 
would like to state that we respect France's desire to maintain relations with all 
states in the region. However, our hopes are not negligible. They are proportion- 
ate to the sadness which we felt as a result of Giscard D'estaing's discreditable 
attitude. France must create a new situation, be bold enough to adopt a more daring 
policy and go beyond the stage of declarations. It can and must help to extinguish 
the fire by participating in peace dynamics. 


Le Matin: But persistent rumors have been about that some French arms reached the 
Moroccans during the recent Guelta Zemmour Battle.... 


Mohamed Sidati: I confirm that some French arms were used intensively during that 
battle. And, as far as I know, this has not been denied by the French. I repeat, 
however, that, as far as we are concerned, what is most important is establishing 
frank relations devoid of complexes. 


Le Matin: What is your view on the visit by an American delegation to Guelta 
Zemmour a few days prior to the Moroccan withdrawal? 


Mohamed Sidati: I view it as a declaration of open war. The United States has now 
replaced Giscard's France. And this time it is Morocco that is internationalizing 
the crisis. Reagan's accession has gone hand in hand with the adoption of a new 
strategy--war on all national liberation movements. And in the American president's 
view Morocco is the best champion of the free world. And, finally, I would say-- 
and this is very important--that France could intervene with its friends, with the 
United States, to ensure that an end is put to this flagrant interference. 


Le Matin: Minister, the Moroccans have accused you of using increasingly sophisti- 
cated arms such as Sam-6 missiles, for instance. What can you say about this? 
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Mohamed Sidati: What do all the arms which we may have signify compared with 
Moroccan arms? New developments take place daily in this war. So far we have 


shown that we are capable of facing up to any new situation. We impose our strategy, 


and not the other way round. 


Le Matin: All the same, at Guelta Zemmour you shot down five Moroccan aircraft, 
including a C-130, within a few days. These are astonishing results.... 


Mohamed Sidati: Yes, but the Moroccans were acting in a state of panic when faced 
with a rout. Their command ordered the pilots to strafe at a very ‘ow altitude. 


Le Matin: But have you already made use of sophisticated tanks? 
Mohamed Sidati: We have used tanks captured in battle against those who brought 
them into our country. You know, it is perfectly possible to incorporate into the 


framework of the logic of computers and calculations the creative determination of 
people fighting for their freedom. 
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